
for there is nothing covered, th.t sh.ll not be revealed; 
neither hid, that ehell not be known. Luke 1212 

The other dey I got UP, staggered to the kitchen to pre

pare breakfeat for my..lf. I've done th.t for yeers •• not 

because I have a lazy .ife •• but because I ••nt to protect 

her from myaelf during that first hour or so after I get 14I. 

I kind of feel th.t I've saved e marriage that way •• mine •• 

because I doubt if anyone could put 1.4) with ma during th.t time 

At any rate I decided that bacan end sggs ought to bs the 

rsra for that dey. But I was faced with one of those plastic 

wraaped hermetically sealed packages of bacon. The stuff .a8 
there all right, I could .e. it, but how could I get to it? 

The genui. who hed wrapped and seeled that bacon had not only 

invented and impenat ••ble plasite but also ft sea ling operation 

desigrl'd f ar oternity. I felt, ho.ever, th.t "there ia no

thing covered that ahall not be rav.aled". I found that if 

you bring a fork down with SON froce from II high lI1atence 

that you can pierce ths ellophana. That initial penetration 

can then be enlarged with the application of good deal of skill 

end patience. 

Packaging • • thia ..y go down in hiatory aa the age of 

packaging. no people have ever had their food. their literature 

their ~o...tica, their philosophy, their politic. nor their 

religion .erved up to them aD attractil I wrapped. 
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Than Ift....t be mill10nl who IIr. 811ployed, not in producing 

goods end idees but In wrapping the. UP. That g08S from IIvery

ttl! rw;J fro", bacon to tt'taology. Oon't IMBglne that I am against 

all packaging. Hygiene. end convenienee demand it. Th. que.

tuon 1., HeV••8 reached the point or conr.... lng the package 

with the contents, or or preferring to live .ith the wrappings 

to the reality inside. 

Wrappings ara l~ort.nt. For example, •• 0.. II lot to the 

unknown men who skillfully ••lad .ha dead •••1 acroll. In the 

jars. The invention of printing was II trl~h of wrapping 

because it meant that the hug••tore of hunan wisdom could b • 

•••lad and delivered to M111ion.. The great !neitltutlone 

congress, court., universitie., IftUiauma, unions, charitabl. 

groUDB - ••tv••• wrapping. for the enduring principl•• ny 

which civilization livea. 

That ie true or tha Church. In a aenea the church i, only the 

wraDPing ror the goapel. But without that wrapping which or us 

would have ever received the goepel? Tho.e who would tear up 

the church need to e.k themeelvea who will pre••rve the gospel 

and who will keep it relatively clean. Without the worship, 

the wit...... the Instruelltnl and the african of the Church 

there can ba no continuing Christianity, nor would any or us 

hare toddy heve heard the gospel. 

Cranted the nece.sity or wrappings, l.t me .uggest to you 

so~ or the reasons I worry a little about it, particularly as 
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it applies to the Christian faith, both personal and corporate. 

1. Think about the impenetrable wrappings with which I 

whimsically began this morning' what kind of impresaion ere 

our churches _king on peaple who have a rel1gioUl!l hunger today. 

Perhaps the message of Christ · has been s.aled off from many by 

the wrappings of the organization. There is .om.thing i~ene

trable to the person who ... not raised .ithin the machinery 

of a church like aura. It b difficult to pa".trab the Jungb 

of organizations. afficials, programs to find what .e are tryir 

to eay end do. It cen be hard to penetrete our for.. of wor

ship to find the living center of our faith. 

That i8 .ho a living church _uet constantly look at itself 

end be r.ady to change. But w. need to rameJltler th.t merely 

changing t~ wrappinga will not guerantee that the gospal will 

shine tl'tru. Christ can be obscured JU!!It ea suraly by the co~ 

te~orary s.inging liturgy of some churches •• he can by the 

trapongs of conventional worship. 

Whet RDt*ers ia a braaktrhu of the real - the real gos

pal, the real Christ. the real you and... ~en the Spirit D 

really present and .han church ~mber8 ara thier reel aelv.a... 

and not wearing the meaks of religioU9 convention - than it .. 

not hertl for anyone to penetrate the wrapping. and know wllat 

it ia all about. 
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A friend of mine asked h1_ confirmation class ..mbats to 

writ. prayers. Th. n..t ••kk h ••aked the ...oars to read 

One beganl !Iv.. b....ch the••• Almighty Cod • Tn• 

leader interrupted and _ieds MIa that how you really talk? 

tell ,.. In your own IIOrM whet your bigge.t worry I.'" The 

boy thought a tnI!Io....tr "I a~pDse it Illy praanb baing on .-y 

beck ell the time. That l • ~y hang-upw. -Than"said the l ••der 

"why not tell Cod about that'· "But you can't eay that In 

church". 

Thara you have it. You can't eay that In church. So long 

aa •• f ••l thar. era certain normal things that ara un..ntion

abl_ In church and that Cod can ba addr••••d only in for~l 

and .ague generalitIe...'ra not baing raal. 

The trouble la, you •••• with the wrapping. within which 

we enclosed our a.lva. end our beliaf. and probl.... SOMetime • 

• pareon will aettle for e conventional beli8f et en early age, 

.tap it up and .eal it eg.inst eternity. He doesn't .ant to 

axalli ... it ageln. 

But tt.n is nothing )4t~ covered that ~hall net be uvaal 

ad •• and the sooner .a arehonest .ith ouraalves, .ith our 

beighbore, and .ith God the batter.Ne. life comee .hen •• learn 

to remove the wrappings and be our.elva. so thet God c n be 

hi...lf with IJI!I. 

2. But th.re i. another kind of .raaping • • that i. 

the unnecessary wrappings and packaging. 
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I can't Iwlp but think of the rate or a Men who buys 5 

a new ahirt. All I want ia .i~le cOver to k.ep it cleen. 

But whet I em raced with ia e .anatroUi contraption with the 

acal.a 0' an armadillo and the quills or e procupi~ in a rores 

or tissue papar end cardbaord. 

The church haa b.en guilty or hiding the gospel by the elab

oration of the unnece••ary. One part or it will insi.t on cor

rect ritual, the i~ortnece or vestMents. Others .ill ofrer 

the gospel only .r you are prepared to accept a whole catalog 

or belie's. Another part will rrown on enyone who dares to fol

low Christ without accepting the tebooa on slllldng, der-cing, .te 

Another wrep. the gospel in s blanket of social activity and 

administration and aays that you ~ust be involved. 

think our Lord spend much Df hi. ti.. liberating aeopla 

fra~ the unneae.sary wrappings. Ha .aid "Cp~ to me .11 you 

who labor and era heavy laden, and I .111 give you rest". Tha 

conts~t indicate. that t~ the heevy .a~n were those who were 

bowed down .ith uneaeeecery religious and MOral baggage. There 

1s probably no D~ here .1'10 ha. not carried, at ona time or 

another. th.t kind or baggage. To know Cbrist as Lord and Sev

ior, to .eek to obey hi~ and serve him. i. the center. All 

.l.e .e can, 1f need be, do without. 

3. NOlI .. coma to the type of wrappinga which ara apec

ifically referred to in the ta~t. for Chriet is hera apeaking 

about deceptive wrappinga. 



We ell know that bright, colorful, fancy wrappings 

can conceal an average or shoody product. ~ are wise to at 

tim.. discount the deceptive .rappings. What Jesus was ssying 

here .e. "Bewere of the .rappings of the hypocrites. Hypocrisy 

is the wreppings ws weer in order to sppear better than we are 

Tho•• who are attacking society today focus on the besetting 

sin of the esteb1ishment, they cell it hypocriey. They there 

they eay hypocriey in the church. There surely is • • time 

and time again .e prof••s things .e do not r.al1y practice. 

But •• try to tell this to God every Sundey morning. Thare i. 

hypocrisy in government, business, family life. And thar. is 

hypocrisy among those.ho hurl the charges. for to accuse a 

men of hypocrisy ie to s.t oneself on e pedestal where we know 

very ••11 we do not belong. Hypocrisy i. one word we should 

be very un.i1ling to us. of another. Unle•• I hsve the purity, 

the insight, the perfection of jesus Christ, how can I look at 

my brother and cell him a hypocrite. How do I know what his in

most de.ires are, what struggles ar. going on inside? 

[t Is wotd which .ach of US must take for ourea've. alone. 

And .a shall 800n se. how adept we .11 are a deceptive packagin 

What mesks •• weer. Whet one of us .ou1d contend that w. ara 

consist.ntly whet we appsar to be? That we ere the same per

aon by ourselves, in a crowded room, at work, in church, Some 

~8ks ar. harmless, but some .e .ssu~ bseeuas .e .ent to be 
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thGught of 8S 8 certel~ kind of per~on. How difficult to 

be real, to- be honest, to be canals-tent. LIla IIIrep ourselves 

one IIIl1l1y for our cronies, another .ay for stregners, another 

way for people liB want to impress, W9 en even wrep ourselves 

for ourselves refusing to be honest with ourselves.. Real end 

vUe! faith begins when we teke the wteppings of'f end "come 
.' 

to ourse"lves". 

The p~edlglllli heard the voice of God, end he said: I 111111 

erls8 end go to my Father". Thet is whet the gospel is eIll 

about •• 'the presence of God snd the Bwakening of the reel 

you to respond. It comes alive without the wrappings. 

This is whet Christ Is seying: Ultimately the IIIrep~ings 

will disappear. "6'or taere is nothing covered thet shall not 

be revBelad; reithar hid that shell not be known" Nothing is 

hidden from God and the resl you .ill be known. To live wtih 
1'.: . 

pretense is hell, for hell 18 unreality . ButA-be -always 

seeking to discard the wrappings - - the impentrable, the un

necBssery, and the dec~ptive - is to open our lives to the 

grace of God. for he is not looking for those who claim to 

be ainte, but for sinners who ask for nothing but his mercy. 


